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“Three Reactions to Christmas”
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“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and
have come to worship him.”” Matthew 2:1-2

“Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren.
The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant.
The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, ‘Why is this
happening to me?’ So she went to inquire of the LORD. The LORD said
to her, “T'wo nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you
will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the
older will serve the younger.”” Genesis 25:21-23

“‘I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come
out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Isracl. He will crush the foreheads
of Moab, the skulls of all the sons of Sheth.”” Numbers 24:17

“When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with
him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. ‘In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has
written: 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be
the shepherd of my people Isracl.”” Then Herod called the Magi secretly
and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent
them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and make a careful search for the child.
As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship
him.”” Matthew 2:3-8

“After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they
had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their
country by another route.” Matthew 2:9-12

“When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its
vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he
had learned from the Magi. Then what was said through the prophet
Jeremiah was fulfilled: ‘A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”” Matthew 2:16-18

THREE REACTIONS TO CHRISTMAS

1. The King - a reaction of hatred and hostility

“But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: ‘God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humble.”” James 4:6

2. The Religious Leaders - a reaction of indifference

“Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that
city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do
not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a
mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought
to say, ‘Ifit is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.””

James 4:13-15

3. The Magi - a reaction of faith and worship
“‘Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who

seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.’” Matthew
7:7-8
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