
 
The Relationship Between Genesis Chapters 1 & 2  

 
The work and focus of God in Genesis 1 through 2 (and 3) moves from the general and large 
to the specific and small in the following sequence:  
 

Heaven !  Earth !  Garden !  Tree !  Fruit 
 

Man and Woman generic !  Man and Woman specific 
 
 In engineering terms, Genesis 1 traces GodÕs executive direction and design 
specification through to their implementation on the surface of the Earth and the evaluation of 
their effectiveness.  GodÕs desires, efforts, direction, and reaction to man is what is important 
and reported.   
 Genesis 2 is this same creation account from manÕs perspective.  It is not from man 
generically but from the first man, Adam.  
 On one of the anniversaries of the Challenger explosion, the Los Angeles Times ran two 
front-page articles about the disaster.  The first was a detailed, step-by-step chronology of 
events.   The second article was a compilation of eye-witness interviews and human reaction 
stories.  It focused on how the mission control manager, launch engineers, family members of 
the astronauts, and people across the country felt that day.  Even though both of these articles 
talked about different things and from different perspectives, they were both true and 
necessary to understand the significance of this important event.  While the Challenger event 
was a disaster, Creation was one of the most wonderful events. 
 As the beginning of the beginning, Genesis 1 uses GodÕs functional name ÒElohimÓ or 
ÒGodÓ while giving us GodÕs view of creation from both the Throne room of heaven and the 
perspective of His Spirit implementing the FatherÕs directives on Earth.  Genesis 2 begins Òthe 
story of manÓ which runs from Adam through Jesus and the Church.  Here and throughout the 
line of Israel, God is called His covenant name ÒYahweh,Ó or ÒI am.Ó  This is the name given to 
Moses on Mount Sinai and actually references the creation.  It means ÒI do not define myself 
by anything else since I created everything.Ó  I am the one who just ÒIS, exists and created all 
things and keeps them existing.Ó   From Genesis 2 throughout the covenant line of scripture 
God is called by His covenant name. 
 Genesis 1 is GodÕs view of creation looking down and His reaction to His creation from 
what He sees from the EarthÕs surface.  Genesis 2 is the story of man being created and 
placed in an incredibly unique and wonderful environment on the Earth designed especially for 
man, the Garden of Eden. From Genesis 2 onward, the story is really not the Creation, but 
what is and becomes of the relationship between God and man, that invisible golden thread 
that is in reality the purpose behind all of Creation. 
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